[TO THE LAND OF MIDIAN

( THITHER DR. FHIEDMAN WILL_IN:
VITE THE RUSSIAN JEWS.

AN LETTERS FROM LONDON, HIS HOME,
HE OUTLINES ¥IS PLANS—HE WILL
BEGIN OPERATIONS NEXT WINTER—
ASSISTANCE INVITED.

The question of mbking provision for the
exiled Jows of Russia is oooupying the minds
of other weoalthy and philanthropic men besides
Baron Iirsch. Prominent among these is Dr.
Paul Friedman. Dr. Friodman is a gentleman
of Jewish descent, a native of Berlin, and at
| Dresent &.resident of that city, though he has
. 5pent the greater part of his life in London,
. Where he hag earned the reputation of a litté-
rateur. He is related to the Mendelssohns, the
bankers of Berlin and Dessau, and 1s himself
' vory wealthy.

Dr. Friedman has been for some time in corre-
.spondence ou the subject with Dr. Richard J.
- H. Gotthell, the lecturer on Byriac languages

and literature in Columbia Caollege, und Dr.
Gotthell, who will sail for Euro po en Thuraday
in the Normanniz, will meet him shortly in
London to discuss his plans. When thoe project
lirst suggested itself to him, Dr. Friedwman
thought of founding a colony for the exilod Jows
in Bomall, which is on the east coast of Africa,
near the Gulf of Aden, but after a visit of in-
speotion to that country he conoluded that it
would not suit. He noxt turned his attortion to
the Land of Midian, which extends from 262 to
307 north Iatitude and s sitnated on the Guif of
Akaba, near the head of the Red Bea.

It is worthy of note that this idea or coloniz-

ing the Jews in and about Palestine is aceepta-

ble at once to the orthodox and liberal Jews: to
the former on the ground that it will Le a ful-
fillment of propheoy, for they still look forward
to the re-establishment of the Jewish Nation in
Palestine, and to the latter on the purely practi-
cal ground of replacing the race under the
topograpliical und eclimatic conditions In which
it tound its first development. Such were the
cousiderations, no doubt, which eventually
turued the tboughts of Dr. Friedman to Norfh-
ern Arabin, reoguardless of the comparatively
barron nature of the gountry.

It was undoubsedly the same ides which led
- tho Rothschilds and the late Laurence Olyphant
- to found ocolonies in Palestine proper. 'These

colonies ars said to be now in a tolerably four-
' ishing condition. Hitherto the chief obstacle In
the way of oarrying out the scheme on any ex-
tended scale hias been the hostile attitude of tho
Turkish Government, but Oscar 8. Strans, ex-
Unlted Btates Minister to Turkey, while in tha}
country suocceeded in softening the sttitude o
the Porte s0 far a8 t0 rendor further coloniza-
tion possible.

Dr. ¥riedman, in pursuance of his plan, made
a vislt last Winter to the Land of Midian, and
has given the results of his observations in a
letter 10 Dr. Gotthell, Heo says that, notwith-
standing the fearful reports he heard, he
ventured 1o travel quite alope with the Midian-
ite cblefs, and found them remarkably polite,
oourteous, and obliging. “ If Palmer was mar-
dered by thetn,” he¢ continues, *‘it probably
was largely duc to his own recklessness gnd to
the general troubled state of the country. Ho
came there as the ewissary of the de facto
Egyptian Governinent, and so the Howietat,
(Bodouins,) who aro under Egyptian rule,
thought it but right to kill him; but, by all I
saw and heard, they would not only receive au
industrial colony under Egyptian protection
coiuﬁnfously and well; they would also hail it
wit Y.

‘" Everything in that country I8 extremoly ex-
pensive, being imported in small, rickety boats
from Suez, and ofton Jost or speiled in transit.
Flour costs double it3 price in Egypt, corn 50
per cent. more, tobacco, sugar, &c., the samao,
and all thoese things are anly to be got in largo
quantities when a boat has Jjust arrived. On a
shore lins of about two hundred English miles,
with excellent harbors, there is not a single
shop. A needle, & few yards of throad, & picce
ol goap is often an invaluable present. Fho sew
is fmmensely rich in fish, some of them very
good. Corn may be had cheap from India or
Egypt. Oilmight be imported and afterward
grown on the moupntauing. 80 the maln staple of
Jowish food would be cheap.

‘* The ¢limate {8 zood, the desert air delicious,
and T was assured on all sldes that the Suimmer
is not very Dbot, there belug always a breeze.
Tho Egyptian Governwent is not unh'iandlﬁ;
the otlicers who have the dircot control of tho
country aro evon friendly. 4o I havedeosided to
try the venture—to go there next Winter, to
bulld a few housos at theuninbabited hurbor, to
try to bore an artesian well or two, and to form
a seottlemsnt in the mountains as a Buminer
residenee. At the sume time I would survey
the whole country, thereby occupying the
oaniels oi the Bedouins aud giviny them a fair
profit. Thoy would, therofore, be friendly.
Whon the survey is done,:I hope I rhall have
already gulued a firm hold at & few points.

“The Bedouinscaunot storm any kind of forti-
fied bouse. Even it they objected T could hold
oul. Buf I donot think that thoy will object.
A few saoks of corn will overcome their relue-
tance. You know that according to the saored
law, the 8hareea, [ sbhall be the lawful owner of
tho ground I bnild upon, plant, or inclose, 'This
law 18 also that of Egypt. If, therefore, tho
Iledouins atipek me, I shall have a cause of
action againet them,; I shall bring it to the in-
teroational courta of Egypt and certainly obtain
judgment in my favor and heavy damages. This
will be most annoying to the Government, and
then I think they may grant me a charter to
govern tho éountry in the Khédive's nameo.

*“This thoy actually will not do now, fearing
complications. As to the oapabilitics of the
country, I canonly suy that it {s not absolutely
barren, there Lelne cainol grasses and o littlo
sheep pasturs anil o good many thorny troes
and sbrubs and someo thousund palms in the
wadys, (valleys.) I1n the hills there is more
posture; on the helghts it is said to be even
good. Butat first aarioulture would be out ot
the queation; that would wmean instant war, . I
would bave to live ou industry and on Hshing
and diving for moth«r-ot-pearl, of whieh there
is & great deal. But as soon ag I should be able
to extend east and northward agriculture might
also become possible. P'alm growing would be
g0 at once, but it only gives a return in eight to
ten years.'

In a letter written at London in May last, Dr.
Fricdman says thiat he intends to go out in the
coming Autumn with » number of well-armed
and discipiined Jews from Galioia, Hungary.,
&e., to settle, e proposes to begin by making
not ouly clothes, saddles, ornaments, and boats
for the native populution, but galso by working
tho motber of pearl found on the shores into
buttons for export.

“ Now,” he adds, “ thero are many things
whiock might be dope for me in America, and
when once 1 am settied I shall apply for thom.
But even before that sRomething might be done
for me; fioremost of all, sowmejuood youns Amer-
ican Jews, or Christiafna friondly to Jews,
might join me and assist me in iuy work., It
they take su interest iu Sewmltic sciense thoy
would 1n Midlan tind a rich and nearly virgin
field for inqguiry, for there are numerous in-
scriptions of all kinds.”

Dr. Friedman says further that ho is about to
o to Glasgow to buy s steam yacht to establizh
communication with Suoz, 80 ns to carry mails
and such porsons as may join him.
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